THE BIG GREEN GATHERING
Every summer since 1994, the Big Green Gathering (BGG) has taken place at different sites in the UK with its recent site near Cheddar Village. It has become one of the largest ecologically significant events in Europe.

Although the BGG does not advertise, it draws thousands of people of all ages; some are regulars while others have hard about the gathering from friends. Some come from big cities while others lead a more nomadic existence. They are united by a common desire to learn what they can do to promote renewable energy sources, halt destructive climate change and increase general awareness of environmental issues. It also attracts those interested in campaigning for peace, social justice and human rights, as well as those who want to expand their spiritual self and those who simply want to have a good time in an ecologically responsible venue.

 In keeping with its own philosophy, all energy at the gathering is sustainable; petrol and diesel-operated generators are banned. Instead, power is supplied by renewable energy sources. The launderette is pedal-powered, computers at the Internet café run on wind-generated energy, showers and cinemas use solar panels, and cooking is done over wood. Only vegetarian food, which is usually home-made and organic, is sold at the site, and the tea, coffee and sugar that are offered for sale must meet fair trading standards. Disposable containers are discouraged, and visitors are expected to use recycling bins. In 2005 the recycling record reached 46%, nearly three times greater than the UK average.

Transport at the gathering site is also environmentally friendly. To carry baggage or to get around, participants may use trailers attached to bicycles or pulled by horses. Teenagers sometimes push each other around in hand-carts and visitors are encouraged to use ecologically responsible methods of getting to the festival. Most take public transport, share cars or cycle. One couple even walked over 300 kilometres so as not to add to environmental pollution!.
Visitors are eager to learn new skills, expand their spiritual growth, or simply to enjoy themselves and all this is possible at the BGG. Agriculture experts give tips on food production, while experienced craft workers demonstrate techniques for weaving, woodworking and ceramics, for example. Health and personal growth activities include workshops such as body harmony, Indian head massage and tree reading. And there is continuous entertainment in the form of street theatre, poetry readings, clowns, films and live music, both informal sessions and professional performances. Children have got their own activities, including a fun fair, and there is also a special area for teenagers.

Most visitors are glad they come. They say that the BGG is less commercial than other festivals, and they go home feeling inspired to continue their work in helping to save the planet. So if you would like to contribute to a more ecologically friendly world, and have a good time doing so, you might want to consider going along to the Big Green Gathering next summer.

COMPREHENSION
1.- What have BGG visitors have got in common?


2.- How do visitors get around at the festival?

3.- Why is the BGG a suitable place for families?
4.- The BGG takes place at different times of the year

5.- The BGG has become the largest and most important festival in Europe

6.- Visitors to the BGG must bring their own cars

7.- Visitors are attracted to the BGG because of the adverts

USE OF ENGLISH
OPTION A
8.- Find in the text the word which has the following definition: "two people who keep a love relationship" (noun)   
9.- Find in the text one synonym for STOP (verb)


10.- Give one opposite for SAVE (verb, line 25)

11.- Give a noun with the same root as RESPONSIBLE (adjective, line 16)

12.- Turn the following sentence into reported speech: "Did you go to the BGG last year?", my friend asked

13.- Fill in the gap with the correct form of the verb in brackets: My brother enjoys___________(perform) in front of live audiences

14.- Rewrite the sentence without changing its meaning. Begin as indicated:

I should have gone to the BGG with my friends. I wish_________________________________

15.- Give a question for the underlined word: The BGG draws thousands of visitors every year
OPTION B

8.- Find in the text one word or expression synonym for OCCUR (verb) 
9.- Give a noun with the same root as SAVE (verb, line  25)      
10.- Find in the text a word which has the following definition: "occurrences, especially significant ones that are interesting or unusual" (noun)

11.- Give one opposite for GLAD (adjective, line 24)

12.- Turn the following sentence into the active voice: Thousand of visitors are united by a common desire to promote renewable energies

13.- Rewrite the following sentence without changing its original meaning. Begin as indicated.

We arrived late because we cycled the whole way. If we____________________________________

14.- Give a question for the underlined words: One couple walked over 300 kilometres to reach the festival

15.- Join the following sentences using a relative: The BBG is one of the largest ecological events in Europe. It takes place every summer

PRODUCTION

16.- What can you do to make your home more environmentally friendly?

17.- Ways to increase awareness of environmental issues
