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EXTRA ACTIVITIES UNIT 4: READING  

PLEASE WRITE ON THE WALLS! 

A famous tourist attraction in Verona, Italy, is always covered with graffiti. But people are 

not shocked by this. It is part of the attraction. So why can people write their names and 

messages on the walls of this very old and beautiful building? 

The love story of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is very famous. Two teenagers were in 

love, but died tragically because they couldn’t be together. It’s not a true story, but many 

people say that an old house in Verona was Juliet’s home. The lovely old building has a 

balcony just like in the play. This is now a very popular tourist site. Tourists can visit the 

house and stand under her balcony! There is a tradition, too. People in love write their 

names on the wall under the balcony. This means that their love will last forever. People 

also put love letters on the wall. They sometimes leave colourful padlocks to show that 

their love will never die. Today tourists go to see the graffiti on the wall, as well as to visit 

the house. 

There is another tradition connected to Juliet’s house. In 1930 people started to send letters 

to Juliet’s house. They were from people who wanted her advice because they couldn’t find 

true love. Then in 1937 someone decided to answer some of the letters. More volunteers 

try to reply to all the letters. At first there weren’t a lot of letters, but now people from all 

over the world send thousands of letters every year! In 2010, there was a film about the 

tradition called “letters to Juliet”. Now the tourist attraction is very, very popular. 

Unfortunately, the have to clean the walls regularly… but don’t tell the couples who wrote 

their names!  

A. Match the underlined words in the text with these definitions. 

1. Something people have always done …………………………….. 

2. Reply to …………………………….. 

3. People who work for no money …………………………………. 

4. Very sadly …………………………………. 

5. A place outside an upstairs window …………………………….. 

6. A place tourists visit ………………………………. 

7. We use these to keep things safe ………………………………… 

B.  Read the text again. Choose the best answers. 

1. Why are tourists not shocked by the graffiti? 

a. There is graffiti on many attractions. 

b. There is a special reason for it. 

2. Was the house really Juliet’s home? 

a. No, because she wasn’t a real person. 

b. Yes, because Shakespeare said it was. 

3. What happened to Romeo and Juliet? 

a. Their love lasted a very long time. 

b. They didn’t live very long. 

4. Why do people write on the wall? 

a. To leave a message for tourists. 

b. To make sure that their love continues. 

5. Where do they leave written notes? 



 

 

a. Under Juliet’s balcony. 

b. On the floor of the courtyard. 

6. Why do people send letters to Juliet’s house? 

a. To give their opinions about the tourist attraction. 

b. To ask for some help. 

C. Complete the sentences with words from activity A. 

1. I send you lots of emails, but you never ……………………………… 

2. It’s a ……………………………… in your country to give presents on a name day. 

3. A lot of ……………………………. In my area help old people with their housework. 

4. I often stand on the ………………………………… and look at the view. 

5. I live near a tourist ……………………………. And in the summer the roads are very busy. 

D. Read the email and choose the best answers. 

 

Hi, Uncle Ben! 

We are on holiday in France and it’s really cool! We arrived here in Paris on Friday.We 

travelled on the Eurostar from London, which is brilliant. You don’t have to wait for ages 

like at the airport and we got here so quickly! But Janie lost her ticket at the station and we 

had to spend a long time looking for it. Then I couldn’t find my passport. In the end I found 

it in my bag. 

But this city is great, I love Paris! It’s very beautiful. Yesterday morning we went to the top 

of the Eiffel Tower. The view from the top is amazing. You can see clearly all over the city. 

In the afternoon we went on a boat trip on the River Seine. The French guide gave us a lot 

of information. She spoke in French, but she also spoke English really well. Janie could 

understand the French, but I only understood the English. I can’t speak French at all! After 

the boat trip I bought some souvenirs for my friends. They were quite expensive, just T-

shirts and some books, but I spent most of my money. Paris isn’t a cheap city!  

We had to get back to the hotel early last night because we had some tickets for theatre 

show in the evening. It was brilliant! There was lots of music and dancing. We went to bed 

really late and today I’m very tired. And I must get up early tomorrow to catch the train 

back. But I’m really enjoying Paris! 

I can tell you more about the trip when I see you. 

Bye for now! 

Helena 

1. Helena is Ben’s ………… 

a. Nephew                        b. aunt                              c. niece 

2. The Eurostar is ………… 

a. The luggage office in Paris   b. a French train station     c. a train from England to France 

3. Janie and Helena …………… 

a. Both lost something              b. lost their tickets              c. lost a bag and a passport.     

4. First they went …………………… 

a. On a river trip with a guide.     b. to the top of the Eiffel Tower.      c. to the shops. 

5. Who understood French and English? 

a. Helena and Janie.           b. Janie and the guide.                      c. Helena and the guide. 

6. Helena thinks the holiday is ……………… 

a. Boring                       b. cheap.                       C. wonderful 


